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Recently, the way to utilize public space and
facilities became one of major problems in
local administration. Public space and
facilities would become negative legacies if it
is not utilized or taken down. However, it
would become the place to create bright
future if those were utilized in certain
manner as we can see many examples from
all over Japan. Higashida, where various
demonstrations and experiments to make
sustainable society have been taken place, is
equipped with museums, a park, private
public hall etc. that hold "community space
function" to enhance civic talks and educe
ideas for bright future. This conference, with
main theme" Public Space for Building
Sustainable Future” invited six topic
providers including two keynote speakers to
share their experience. Having such contents,
this 4th conference would become the turning
point for Higashida, as a whole, to become
"the public space" to create future of
Kitakyushu, Japan and the whole world.
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Public Space for Building Sustainable Future
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Foreword
Lo

Four years has passed since first Higashida
Conference for Sustainability took place in 2012.
This year we have decided to hold the conference
with “Public Space for Building Sustainable Future”
as the main theme because this conference itself has
some elements of the public space to create
sustainable future. Since the conference had started
in four years ago, its major purpose has been
sharing the experience of different countries,
finding out common problems and providing
opportunities to take action to make sustainable
societies. The conference also has following three
purposes. First is strengthening ability of students,
studying in and around Kitakyushu, to send their
message to global community. Second is stimulating
participants, particularly those coming from Asian
countries, to learn about advanced action performed
in Higashida toward sustainable society through the
process of participating in this conference. Third is
conveying lifestyle of "satoyama,” the farming
community fully utilizing natural resources in
circulation manner, to Asian countries and younger
generation who do not know the life in “satoyama.”
“Satoyama” has essences of sustainable society such
as sharing and circulation of natural resources,
collaborative labor and problem solving through
discussion. Addition to them, “satoyama” also has
an essence of public space, the main theme of this
conference. NPO SATOYAMA has been secretariat
of this conference since the 1st conference because
the organization has the purpose of designing
sustainable society by implementing essence of
“satoyama.”

Nowadays, many new events utilizing public space
are taking place all over Japan. The words "public
space" is given various meanings and definitions
other than literal meaning. Through this
conference, we defined “public space” as place where
every people, regardless of academic, religious, or
social backgrounds, freely come and exchange ideas
and some new kinds of events, movements and
projects are created. Thus, this conference is clearly
the “public space.” We really expect this conference
to continue being the pubic place for giving an
impact in Kitakyusyu, Japan, and Asian countries
to build sustainable future.
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The 4th Higashida Conference

for Sustainability Program
BAMERNI AT+ F T IVEHBERA TR Y S5 A

Saturday, November 26th ~ 11H26H (1)
10:00 Opening Remarks: REOBRE:
: Yoshiaki Ushifusa (University of Kitakyushu) HFEHHE LA IR
10:10 Keynote speech I: L
' Teruhiko Yoshimura (Nihon Fukushi University) HHHEE (HARRHERE)
Keynote speech II: FHFHEE2
10:40 Hideki Oka (Coworking Space HIMITSUKICHI) BFH (37— %2 7 AR— B E )
11:10 Recess PREE
Topic Provider’s Presentation I: FERETRALE
11:20 Yumika Wakamatsu, Miyu Ihara, EHFEIE HREE.HHER.
' Hiiro Ishida, Rina Hikiji, 5l REHETF
Keiko Hayashida (University of Kitakyushu) (AL ST LK)
Topic Provider’s Presentation II: SHEEIR (R
11:45 Sicong Li ESYSN
(Waseda University/GAKKEN Volunteer no Kai) (BARHEKE/ RS T4 TOE)
FERETR LS
Topic Provider’s Presentation II: uﬁo i v% .
12:10 Putri Dwi Natalis Bacha (Kyoto University/IGES) P Foq FIYR NI 1F)
utri Dwi Natalis Baeha (Kyoto Universi i
Y Y (AR FE K /IGES)
=L8 H. ﬂ:
Topic Provider’s Presentation IV: et
12:35 Tae Niwa (NPO Ba and T i Lab home's vi) FI8p
ae Niwa a and Tsunagari Lab home's vi (NPOEA 54 57% 250 5K home’ s vi)
13:00 Lunch BAREE
14:30-17:00 | Group Discussion Session SRS
Sunday, November 27th ~ 11H27H (H)
Morning: Working Group’s meeting toward the presentation.
14:00 Gate Open Zft
14:30 Discussion Group Presentation I: TRETVEyTF—varl
) Future of Study on “Women’s Quiet Battle for Blue Sky” HREDRR
15:00 Discussion Group Presentation II: SRETVEYF—var2:
' Talk about Future of Kitakyushu JEINDEREKIZDWTEELESBD
15:30 Closing Remarks ik
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Making Convivial
Spaces/Places for
Communication and
Exchange
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Teruhiko Yoshimura

The presentation points out key issues in creating
Ba / space / place by showing conceptual issues and
practical activities relating to Ba / space / place.
Nowadays, declining population, aging population
with low birth rate, a severe financial situation and
shrinking markets and labors are exhausting local
economies. Also we are facing the challenges in
medical and long-term care, diminishing public
transportation networks, frequent natural disasters
and concerns over frayed safety net system and
weekend relationships or community-based ties. In
order to lead sustainable and stable development, we
must engage in efforts tailored to our different local
and community characteristics and context while
recognizing and sharing a sense of ownership among
all of the people. We can make it happen by making
convivial Ba / spaces / places but just creating
physical Ba / space / place is not enough.

Ray Oldenburg defines the third place as the core
settings of informal public life a generic designation
for a great variety of public places that host the
regular, voluntary, informal and happily anticipated
gatherings of individuals beyond the realms of home
and work. Patsy Healey stated that place with some
qualities is needed and qualities are the result of
multiple relationships and forces bundled in a
particular time and space. Mike Douglass who
considered how to make civic space discusses that the
local production of inclusive civic spaces contributes to
the social and political life of cities through public
participation in place-making and governance. In
Japan, Ikujiro Nonaka analyzed that Ba can be
thought as a shared space for merging relationships.
Also Hiroyuki Itami discusses Ba is a situational
framework that individuals participate and observe
each other intentionally or unconsciously
communicate among them to understand and share
same experience with each other. Based upon those
definitions, Ba / space / place shall be platform for
social emergence and making mutual relationships
and interaction through communication and
exchange.

Creating Ba / space / place is not only discussed on
the paper. It is actually happening in Japan. As a case
of public policy, for example, New Public Commons
Roundtable declared the New Public Commons and
stated all people have a place to go and a role to play
in June 2010. In March 2015, Council for Promotion
of the Society of Mutual Assistance announced that to
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realize the society of mutual assistance is that the
“society built up by all where new ties are established
while the various values and wills of individuals are
respected." The movement proves that needs of Ba /
space / place is increasing but implementation and
design are important issues.

Although the implementation of Ba / space / place is
difficult process, some Ba / spaces / places are
actually created and implemented by local initiatives.
One example is Shumokukan, the designated cultural
asset in Nagoya City, Aichi prefecture. The building
was completely vacant and not utilized for several
years. In 1995, local people voluntarily rented the
building and renovated it. Now, they utilized the place
as gallery café, designed office and other purposes for
5 years. Interesting parts are local people voluntarily
started this activity trying to make this building a
place for people to visit freely and enjoy
communication and exchange. Currently the building
is owned by city government and managed by NPO.
Not only facility but public park is also utilized as a
Ba / space/ place. East Park in Kobe is used as a place
for “urban picnic” based on proposals from private
initiatives. Private land can also be used as place for
people to gather. Kitashiba-Hiroba in Minoh city in
Osaka prefecture is a good example and it showed the
citizens can use the land without considering
government regulation. Also Himi City repurposed
the gymnasium of a closed-down high school into a
new city hall, something that had never been done
before in Japan. This opportunity was regarded as a
great chance to practice citizen participation and
promote “City Administration through Facilitation
and Dialogue,” the city slogan. Himi City organized a
series of workshops to discuss the vision and design of
a new city hall through the facilitated workshop
process, participants and shared a revolutionary
image of city administration and the city hall was
designed as a usable place for the citizens and as a
creative place for city officials to enhance
inter-divisional collaboration.

So, Ba / space / place can create respective
meanings and values for people. Key characteristics
of convivial and meaningful Ba / space / place are a
sense of shared context, ties, a comfortable physical,
social, and cultural setting, a social network, engaged
dialogue, communication, and exchange, a
participatory environment, and a potential for
forming larger public networks and vision.




Speaker

Profile

Professor in the Faculty of International Welfare Development, Nihon Fukushi
University (Aichi). Specializes in community and urban planning and management,
international development. Acquired Ph.D. from Tokyo Institute of Technology (social
engineering) in 1999. Job experiences include: researcher in United Nations Centre
for Regional Development (UNCRD) and part-time lecturer in several universities. He
has conducted research on: (1) Participatory Machi-zukuri, community design,
development and management in Japan and developing countries; (2) Facilitation of
development process and networking; (3) Design and management of social space for
dialogue, communication, and exchange.
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Creating New Public
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Hideki Oka

Dr. Yoshimura mentioned about third place.
There are quite many third places in the city of
Kitakyushu. The place I manage, called
co-working space Himitsu-kichi that can literally
be translated as secret base, is one of them.
Many exciting things are happening there.
Co-working space, Himitsu-kichi is located near
JR Kokura station. As the phrase “Innovation
through community” is written on the top page
of our website, I believe community is very
important to make innovation. Community can
make things happen quite easily. It is much
better to have friends who give you advice than
not having a friend to make innovation. This is
very important and basic idea of what
Himitsu-Kichi does. At Himitsu-kichi, many
freelancers come together to learn about how
they can be successful. By making wide web of
friends, freelancers can do many things.
Himitsu-kichi does not only provide space for
those people to gather, but it provides some
lessons for people to make friends by teaching
them efficient way to use SNS. Himitsu-kichi also
applied to government’ s Omotenashi certificate
project. The project is aiming at promoting
service industries. The reason why we applied to
this certificate is that we believe service
industries help people to be connected. In
daytime, Himitsu-kichi provides space for
workers but after six o' clock we turn the place
into pub. Coffee is important to talk over the
business but alcohol is more important to
exchange the ideas on business. Those are what
Himitsu-kichi does and I believe it functions as
public space as well.

Speaking of pubic, I feel uneasy to talk about
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public in Japan. We have social dilemma. Justice
of government and justice of private companies
usually do not coincide. Government tries to
make benefit for whole society but private
company focuses on making their own profits.
What we have to do is going beyond this social
dilemma by intermediating or mixing two like
public beneficial private company. This type of
private company does not only focus on making
profits for stockholders but also focuses on
making public benefits. For example, most roads
are the government owned public space but
things on the road can be privately owned,
another words we can use the road privately for
public good. This is what we do on the road.

We create a small market on the road. The
government rent citizens a space on the road
and citizens who want to open their shop pay
government some fees. Citizens can make new
profit out of the shop on the road and the
government increases the revenues in the form
of “road using fee.” This is the one way of
making private and public win-win relationships.
We cannot change the ownership of the road but
we can change how we use the road. In the case
of public parks, the result will be more exciting
and interesting because the park has much
possibility to make business idea come true and
strong win-win relationships between the public
and private.




Speaker

Profile

Hideki Oka is currently holding several posts as advisers, directors and
representatives including “Coworking Space HIMITSUKICHI (A secret base)” and
“MACHI WA TEAM DA (The town acting as a team).” In 2014, he established
“Coworking Space HIMITSUKICHI” aiming to connect people to act with the key
phrase of “let us gather, mix, connect, and sharpen.” With members gathered at
HIMITSUKICHI he succeeded to establish several new social business based on the
ideas of sharing. In 2016, he established “MACHI WA TEAM DA” with people gathered
at “HIMITSUKICHI” in order to challenge and look for the solution of serious and
important social problem. Activities of “MACHI WA TEAM DA” includes creating and
conducting business activities on the public space including a park and the road. He
also sponsors “public space resource utilization study session.”
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Aozoragaku
~The Path of Overcoming
Pollution in Kitakyushu~
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Aozoragaku Project Team

Yumika Wakamatsu, Miyu Thara, Hiiro Ishida,
Rina Hikiji, Keiko Hayasida
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The Aozora-gaku project is one of the projects
conducted by students of Regional Symbiosis Education
Center at Kitakyushu University. The project aims to
research how a once infamous polluted city turned to be
one of top environmentally friendly cities in the world.
Behind the currently clean Kitakyushu city, there was
an enormous amount of effort by citizens to make the city
clean. We are trying to take over their effort to future
generations by recording their words in the form of the
text and leave it as something meaningful.

So far, we have conducted interviews, studies at
Kitakyushu Environment Museum, a presentation in a
symposium, and walks around the town for research.
This year, we divided our group into three to research in
Sanroku town, Shiroyama town and Chuo town.
Throughout the research we found that the Women’s
Association led civil movements and they had a close
relationship with the public hall. First, Mr. Saburo
Inoue, leader of the Social Education Department of the
City Hall, suggested that they make a place for women to
study so they can gain enough knowledge to take
measures for local issues. After that, Mr. Eidai Hayashi
was appointed as an expert to instruct social education
to the women’s association and he encouraged women to
discuss about pollution. Although they only began with
cutting and gathering newspaper articles about the
pollution, they gradually advanced their research to
measuring the amount of dust and doing questionnaire
surveys. After the research, they proved the dust was
doing harm for citizen’s lives and had a chance to present
their achievement to people. They also showed their
result to business organizations and asked them to stop
releasing harmful materials. The important thing was
that they did it peacefully through showcasing study
results and initiating discussions. The industry agreed

with the Women’s Association and began to remove
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harmful sludge from the sea. Moreover, the city
government encouraged the industry’s activity to
decrease pollution.

For our further research, we will talk with more people
who contributed to this effort, such as those who worked
for the city government or the industry. We think it is
necessary for children to learn the history of overcoming
pollution. In order to do so, we must research and learn
more. We want the children to know it was done through
a lot of effort and as a result, the environment becomes
more beautiful. Moreover we want to tell it to the
international society. As by doing that we believe we can
encourage foreign people to solve environmental
problems. It is our goal to inform more people about what
environmental issue is and how people overcome the
issue.

In order to achieve our goal, we’re planning to carry
out the following things. First, making booklets about
what we learned. Second, instructing our study for
elementary and middle school students. At last, showing

the result of our research to foreign countries through

social networking services.
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Activities of Volunteer
Organization at
Kitakyushu Science and
Research Park
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Sicong Li

Gakken volunteer organization is working at

Kitakyushu Science Research Park where national
university, prefectural university, private university
and research center are located. Students
participating in the event planned by the organization
are coming from more than 41 countries. The
organization aims to “Create a friendly environment
and construct a support system for foreign students.”
Let me introduce some of the event and activities
conducted by our organization.
The organization plans around four kinds of events;
Japanese language exchange program, intra-regional
exchange program, intercultural exchange program,
and language lessons. The main event is Japanese
language exchange program called WAI-WAI
NIHONGO, held on one Saturday in every two
months. In this program, we basically carry out
Japanese communication, mini-lecture on
Kitakyushu’s movement against pollution,
mannerisms on using public transport, conflicts in
Syria, etc. as well as culinary exchange with food
from Japan, India, Iraq, Indonesia, China,
Uzbekistan, and others. While students prepare foods,
they can share and learn about their own culture.

Other than Japanese language exchange program,
during 2016, we carried out machiaruki, meaning
“walking around town,” participated in Asakawaka
Gakuendai summer festival and Hibikino autumn
festival, conducting exchange program at elementary
and middle school, did several parties and Sadou, the
tea ceremony; dressing in yukata and kimono, making
preserved flower and Christmas wreath, etc. In
addition to those, we organize English and Japanese
classes. There are English classes for beginner and

intermediate, and both are taught by native English
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teachers. The Japanese classes are really appreciated
by foreign students since they need Japanese to live
and work in Japan. Moreover the teachers are all
qualified with Japanese teaching certificate. For
people who have a hard time understanding Japanese
some teachers or supporters will assist you during the
lesson. Supporters consist of school teachers, Japanese
students, foreign students, and some people who are
willing to get involved.

By participating all these activities, I myself learned
many things. When I first came to Kitakyushu, I was
surprised that the cleanliness is the result of citizen’s
effort to overcome the pollution and the city actually
suffered from heavy pollution in the past. I also
learned that Dokaiwan was once called the “sea of
death” because of heavy sludge that made fishes
unable to live. Not just the history, I also learned how
new energy are produced and utilized in Kitakyushu.
Although these details of Kitakyushu are important,
we cannot learn them the classroom. Foreign students
are able to learn those in the activities carried out by
the organization. So the organization is not only
supporting foreign students’ daily lives but they are
also supporting students to learn about the city they
live in.

In 2013, when the organization started working,
there were only 642 members, including 408 foreign
students, participated. In 2014, the number increased
to 1856, including 1281 foreign students. In 2015, the
number reached to 3100. In the future, we will
continue to hold activities that meet students’ needs
and keep assisting foreign students from various

aspects.
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Towards an Integrated
Urban Parks Management

in Jakarta
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Ideally there are three basic things that define a
good public space: it is responsive to the surrounding
resident’s needs, meaningful so that it’s not just some
dull space which are not attractive to people, and
democratic which means that its utilization doesn’t
differentiate people’s background (Carr, 1992).
Jakarta as a metropolis, is a very lively city with a
melting pot culture which is the forefront of business
and innovation in Indonesia. However there is a
severe lack of ideal public spaces (which in this case is
represented by urban parks) despite apparent need
from Jakarta citizens. Three issues influence this
phenomenon: first, inadequate policy as well as
control in preserving land for the public, with
economic advantages prevailing which are sometimes
influenced by corruption. These combination make it
financially and morally difficult to create more urban
parks. Second, unsatisfactory management of
available urban parks where the design possess
minimum accessibility, safety, facility, etc. with
lackluster maintenance. It limits social use which
makes urban parks unpopular. The third issue comes
from the users themselves as a perception exists that
greeneries are not associated with a developed city
but rather, consumerism facilities. This in turn
results to the lack of sense of ownership towards
existing parks.

The central government has been trying to turn this
trend around by creating better laws, even the
Ministry of Public Works issued a guideline for
creating good green (and non-green) open spaces, and
the municipality of Jakarta established Project
RPTRA (Child-friendly Integrated Public Space) with
aid coming from private companies to build new small
neighborhood parks across the city. However this does

not guarantee that ideal spaces can be properly
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created as these efforts are fragmented in nature with
sometimes low control and evaluation process.
Learning from Kitakyushu City which historically
listed “creation of green open spaces” as one of its tool
to combat pollution, I did a small comparative study
between Jakarta and Kitakyushu in terms of Policy
Background, Administrative Institution,
Categorization, Management and Maintenance of
urban parks. From this study I was able to draw some
recommendations for Jakarta. First: basic vision or
planning principle for parks and RPTRA is necessary.
Second: Jakarta need to build a sound categorization
of “city parks” without separating its components.
Third: it is necessary to enhance capability of
Department of Parks and Cemeteries so that RPTRA
management can be better integrated with it, and
fourth: to ensure direct or indirect public
participation, information regarding urban parks
management shall be published in an easily accessible
way, social mapping shall be a must in each
park/RPTRA establishment procedure, and citizens
group should be formalized and/or be provided

incentive for their initiatives.
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Realize Citizen’s Will
forBetter Future with
Nosy Pals
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Tae Niwa

Fushizaku is a public-private cooperation project
carried out by Fushimi Ward office, NPO called
“Laboratory of Ba and Tsunagari: Home’s vi” as well
as citizen support centers such as Fushimi Ward
Youth Activity Center and Fushimi Ward Citizen’s
Activity Center. Fushizaku is an abbreviation for
Fushimi-wo-Sakana-ni-Zakkubaran, meaning talking
friendly and openly about Fushimi in order to become
an incubation space for ideas sharing to make
Fushimi better, exciting, comfortable, etc. By showing
our cases as examples, I would like to show you a way
to realize citizen’s will for a better future.

Fushizaku mainly conducts activities in Kyoto
City’s Fushimi Ward. Fushimi is located in the
southern part and is the largest ward in the city, with
a population of 280,000. Fushimi is known for
Fushimi Inari shrine, which is the head shrine of
approximately 30,000 other Inari shrines in Japan.
Also it is a famous area for producing Japanese sake.
Although Fushimi has many resources such as large
population, economical and touristic resources,
community planning activities were limited until 10
years ago. The revision of 10 years plan for Kyoto city,
however, changed the situation. The revised plan
encouraged public-private cooperation activities in
each wards. The first Fushizaku was held to actualize
this policy under the concept of “place to share ideas,
make friends and take action for Fushimi.”

Fushizaku started in 2012 and this is the fifth year.
It holds regular meeting every last Saturday of the
month starting from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. About 50 to
70 people gather, talk and organize teams to
implement proposed project. There are more than 10
projects every year. Anyone who lives in, works at or
is connected to Fushimi in any way can join the
Fushizaku. The meeting is set for participants
themselves to discover and propose challenges,
organize teams and conduct town planning activities.
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There is financial support from local government for
activities up to 100,000 JPY.

Fushizaku normally starts in April with new
participants. The first session will be about
self-introduction and ideas sharing through a
workshop. During May until July participants make
agendas. From August to February, participants
organize teams, proceed with their projects with the
team members and apply for subsidies. In March,
annual debriefing takes place.

For example, there was one project aiming to reduce
elderly’s loneliness by encouraging them to step out of
their houses and expanding their living area. This
project took the elders to farms and walks around the
town. It started out with difficulty. First year they
spent most of time on discussion and at last held
Rakugo dinner party. Second year, three teams with
a similar purpose merged into one and started
meeting with many city stakeholders and conducted
many activities with them. Third year, they started to
play a core role in Fushimi Castle Festival.

The characteristics of Fushizaku to make people
succeed in their project are: embracing diversity,
fostering independence and encouraging mutual
support of participants, which in turn connects the

participants and their ideas in a long term.
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Yumika Wakamatsu
HE mRe

Yumika Wakamatsu is a sophomore student majoring economics at the
University of Kitakyushu. She is the leader of Aozoragaku project. She
was born and raised in Kitakyusyu and she likes drawing comical
pictures and clay work.
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Miyu Ihara
JHR RHR

Miyu Ihara is a sophomore student majoring economics at the
University of Kitakyushu. She is the sub-leader of Aozoragaku project.
Her hobby is handicrafts and she likes to make accessories.
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Hiiro Ishida
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Hiiro Ishida is a sophomore student majoring economics at the
University of Kitakyushu. She likes to watch animation and read comics.
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Rina Hikiji
gihb A%

Rina Hikiji is a sophomore student majoring economics at the
University of Kitakyushu. She likes to read comics and she has more
than 200 comic books.
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Keiko Hayashida
W

Keiko Hayashida is a sophomore student studying foreign languages at
the University of Kitakyushu. She joined this Aozoragaku project
because she likes nature and often takes a hike on the mountains.
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Sicong Li is a second year Master Student in the Graduate School of
Information, Production and Systems of Waseda University. He is also a
student staff of GAKKEN Volunteer no Kai.
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Wina is a first year Master Student in the Global Environmental Study
of Kyoto University. Her current research is focused on public spaces,
especially small neighborhood parks for community use in Indonesia.
Having spent some time working in Jakarta, Indonesia's capital, she
identified the demand for more equal and meaningful public spaces
throughout the city and plans to research policy-oriented means of
provision and maintenance of effective neighborhood parks, in particular

= by learning from Kitakyushu's case.
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Tae Niwa is a facilitator in NPO Ba and Tsunagari Lab home's vi. She
graduated Kyoto University, the Faculty of Integrated Humanity. While
she is in the university, she joined “Committee of 100 for city planning in
Kyoto City” for 3 years. After that she joined the NPO which organized
the committee and learned community making and facilitation. She has
organized the Fushizaku which makes community for realizing citizen’s
will through dialogue in Fushimi-ward of Kyoto city since 2014. Starting
in 2015, she also works for Co-creation project which community between
Tae Niwa local leaders and business persons and facilitates creation of new projects.
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Good afternoon. We are the team of Aozoragaku
project. We established the Aozoragaku project in
order to pass on the history of pollution and the past
efforts of those who strived to overcome pollution, to
future generations. We would like to clarify the
process of social problem solving, by analyzing the
pollution of Kitakyushu as a model case. The
movement started out as a small force, with only
normal citizens. But they obtained the understanding
and cooperation of city administrations and business
organizations, and they finally solved their pollution
problem.

Today, we would like to present to you the further
activities of our project. The theme of our further
activities is “Want to hear, Want to know, Aozoragaku
—The Unknown Truths of Pollution” The real voice of
people whom actually lived in Kitakyushu during its
polluted days will vanish as time goes by. When the
population of generations who only know the clean
Kitakyushu increases, memories of the polluted
Kitakyushu will fade away. We are planning to leave
records of Kitakyushu's past, as to never forget how it
became the clean city we know today.

Firstly, whom do we want the history of pollution to
be known by? We believe them to be the children who
bear the future, students who have opportunities to
learn about pollution, and citizens who do not know
about pollution at all. Secondly, how do we tell them?
Currently, we are planning to publish a booklet. The
booklet will have the true voices of people who lived
through the time of pollution, including the
perspectives of university students. We also plan to
promote the booklets so as to have them read by an
array of people, and to teach about pollution in
elementary and junior high school classes.

In order to achieve our goals, first, we have to hear
the opinions of the people whom we have not yet
interviewed, such as city administrators and people
from business organizations. Secondly, we will
accumulate knowledge through interviews and
literature. We will compare the information collected
from different perspective and we will also work with
specialists or researchers. We, as university students,
have more time than specialists, researchers and
other people to dedicate. We are in a position to move
around and make actions with more ease. We can
create more opportunities to hear the people’s voices.
Having the ability to easily take action, and having
students from various fields are some of our strengths
as a project team, and we’d like to engage this project
in our own way.

We are hoping to accomplish our goal of leaving the
history of pollution and effort of people tried to
overcome the pollution to future generations. This is
the end of our presentation. Thank you.
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In the workshop, we discussed how we could make
the University of Kitakyushu (here after, Kitakyu
Univ.), a meaningful public space.

In the beginning our image of public spaces was the
facilities such as a public park, or the library.
However, we came to realize that places where people
can relax such as benches, riverbeds, or even places
such as parking lots at convenience stores or smoking
areas can be considered a public space as well. At last
we reached the conclusion that while people do indeed
use these areas, they cannot be classified as a public
space. A public space must also be a place of
activities, new events, and a contribution to local
societies.

Then, we discussed public spaces near us. We were
able to point out problems we are facing, such as the
number of decreasing public space users, due to
restrictions allowing less freedom, and how only
certain people such as elders and children are
present. Then we came to realize, that although we
have so many public spaces in Kitakyushu, many of
them do not function as they were originally
intended.

Kitakyushu Univ is also a public space, but it has
similar problems as other public spaces in
Kitakyushu. Although it is a municipal university
and should also function as a public space, the reality
is that very few people use it as such, and is
considered difficult to use. Then we discussed how we
could turn the university into an open and
meaningful space for local people.

Currently the university does not have a place
where people naturally gather. Students coming to
school by bus, monorail or bicycle, all use different
gates, making the flow of each student’s day different.
Then we thought that we should make a cafe around
the courtyard or the building called the White House.
However, from a student’s point of view, they might
get tired of the same menu, as they have experienced
with the school cafeteria. We thought it better to
make a cafe that changes its owner every day. In
other words, owners of different restaurants and cafes
serve their goods, and as a result, the cafe itself can
serve different things every day. For the students,
they can try a variety of things and also, even find a
part time job there. For the owner of the cafe, they
may publicize their shops to students, secure
employees by hiring students as part-time workers,
and experience an increase in profit. In addition to
these merits, this activity may stimulate the
neighboring communities. Furthermore, it may make
new activities lead by both students and shop owners,
an easier task, by strengthening the relationships
among shop owners, students and local communities.

We would like to consider how we can make this
plan an actual reality in the future.
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