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Foreword
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Chairman
Executive Committee

This is the fifth meeting of the Higashida Conference
for Sustainability. The objective of this meeting is to
discuss how we can create sustainable society, so that
we have been using a word “sustainable” in the main
title. We have organized sessions that students around
Asian nations discuss on environment, energy, poverty,
community etc. This time, the theme of the conference
is SDGs. We want to have students know the situation
of foreign countries and exchange opinions focusing
on SDGs.

This conference is supported by NPO Satoyama. This
organization has been proposing to introduce lifestyles
of traditional Japanese satoyama into the cities
believing that the lifestyle shall be the model of
building sustainable society. The theme park, Space
World, has been closed. NPO Satoyama will be one of
organizations to play main role to propose ideas of
furnishing Higashida area after the closing of Space
World. In the news, it is reported that Aeon Mall will be
open at the site in 2021. I want you to watch closely
how Higashida area will change.

By the way, this conference is composed of two
parts. In the first part, three presenters will give us
presentations. First presenter is Mr. Duy. He is from
Vietnam and studying at the Graduate School of
Environmental Engineering of the University of
Kitakyushu. He will give us a presentation titled “The
Fact of Sustainable Development in Vietnam.” Second
speaker is Ms. Mito. She develops fair trade business
based in Africa with ETA Japan Ltd. She will give us a
presentation about the challenges that African
countries face. Third presenter will be Meiji Sato. He is
familiar with environment related business in
Kitakyushu. He will give us a presentation about roles
of Kitakyushu in the fields of environment.

In the second part, we will let you discuss about
SDGs. I want you discuss on SDGs in the context of
Higashida area or place where you live, based on what
you hear about Vietnam and Africa in the presentation.
The last part will be sharing of what you discuss. I
would like you to think about how we can implement
or utilize SDGs.
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The Fact of Sustainable Development

in Vietham.
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The aim of the presentation is to show overall images
of sustainable development and the problems in
Vietnam.

The words “sustainable development” came up in
1987. It is defined as “development that meets the
needs of the present, without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs.”
Sustainable development has three pillars. These are
environmental conservation, economic development,
and social development. We have to conserve the
environment but at the same time we have to develop
economically. Social development includes capital
income, education, health, and enjoyment of culture.
Recently, the United Nation proposed seven-teen goals
as sustainable development goals.

The rate of economic growth in Vietnam from 2006
to 2017 was about 7%. In 2017, Vietnam marked the
economic growth rate of 6.81%. In 2017, GDP per capita
of Japan was 38,894USD whereas GDP per capita of
Vietnam was 2,368USD. In Vietnam, although industry
and service sector grew and marked the growth rate of
33% and 41% respectively, agriculture sector showed
minus growth of 16%.

In terms of social development, HDI in Vietnam is
0.683 and ranks 115th in the world. Average life
expectancy is 75.9 and the employment ratio of age
over 15 years old is 76.7%. In the field of the
government begun to take appropriate policies and
aggressive measures. Environmental projects have been
conducted by all localities, sectors and people, especially
the young generation.

Vietnam is still behind Japan economically but
environmentally it is performing quite well. In the field
of environment, Japan uses 4.5% of renewable energy
whereas Vietnam uses 35.6%. The amount of CO2
emission in Japan measuring is 9.8t whereas in

Vietnam it is 1.7t. Japan uses recyclable water for
18.9% but in Vietnam it is only 9.3%. In economy,
Vietnam uses more natural resources than Japan. But
budget used in research is less than Japan's. In social
perspective, there is a big increase in population on
elders in Japan.

It is said that state investment has had low
effectiveness with loss and waste. The ratio of public
debt to GDPhas been relatively high (averagely
1.500USD/capital) . Economic sectors have not yet
made full use of their capacity. In addition to it, there is
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a huge gap of income between city (500-1000 USD)
and and countryside (300-400 USD) . In education, the
training of high-level human resources has not met the
needs of development and social demands. In the social
problem, there is a money-based society, lack of social
awareness and knowledge and young people are lazy in
study and / at work, being weak in foreign languages and
specialized skills.

Regarding to environment, air pollution is quite
serious. 70% of air pollutants, 85% of COZ emission,
and 95% of volatile organic compounds, are from
transportation. Other factors of air pollution are
construction work, garbage treatment and etc. About
water pollution, on October 3, 2016, 10t of fish were
found dead and floating in the West lake. It was said
that cause is the discharge of 1,000 cubic meters of
untreated water, resulting in the severe lack of oxygen
in the lake. Furthermore, for every single days in Hanoi,
there is approximately 700,000 cm3 being discharge
directly into the environment, while only 20.62% of
waste water are treated in wastewater treatment plants
before discharge into the environment.

In Vietnam, there is rapid development in economy,
education, and social sector and some of them show
progress but problems still exist along. I would like to
think about sustainable development in Vietnam in this
context,

;'.‘ The fact of Sustinabla |
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[PROFILE] Nguyen Van Duy 41> -J7r X4
Nguyen Van Duy is a master students at Faculty of Environmental Engineering, The University of
Kitakyushu. He is an environmentalist with a huge attention with various environmental-related
issues with a major of Air Pollution Research. Back to the time in Vietnam, he organized several
programs with the purpose of bettering environmental protection mindset among young students,
"Rung Oi!" was a prime instance, it provided a training course and field trips to encourage the
students' awareness about forest protection. Besides, he was a co-author of several papers about

the adaptation of agriculture with climate change. Moreover, he is one of 10 young engineers and
scientists getting Honda Y-E-S Scholarship in Vietnam 2016.
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Toward Actualizing Sustainable Societies in Africa
-From the Viewpoints of SDGs-
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At present, the population of Africa is more than 1.2
billion. Africa will become the most populated area in
the world in the year 2050. You might imagine that it is
underdeveloped when you hear the word “Africa.”
However, many advanced attempts are made. The
drones are used to carry bloods and medical equipment
to remote area in Rwanda. In Kenya, many shopping
centers are built. They sell fashionable goods and are
equipped with outside playgrounds for children. Nigeria
produces many movies and dramas and has become the
center of African cultures.

In 2017, 15 countries showed over 5% of economic
growth. There is clear increase in GDP per capita also. It
was 717USD in 2000 but increased to 1,667USD in
2010. It is expected to be 2,252USD in 2020 and
5,000USD in 2060.

Although Africa is experiencing rapid economic
development, there are many problems. One is shortage
of electricity. 645 million people living in sub-Saharan
countries have no access to electricity. They are losing a
chance of gaining 2% of GDP annually because of it.
Second is rapid urbanization. One million population
cities have rapidly emerged but building infrastructure
cannot keep the pace of the rapid urbanization. Third is
climate change. Africa is less resilient to climate change
comparing to other area in the world.

I engaged in several projects, based on the idea “we
must do what we can do in accord with local needs and
situation” in Rwanda. One was Japanese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs’ Grant Assistance for Grass-roots Human
Security Projects. I was in charge of selecting a few good
projects and supporting their implementations. With
this grant, rain water tanks were constructed. Many
African areas have rainy seasons and dry seasons and
there is almost no water in dry seasons so that it is
important to make use of rain water. We also supported
a project of producing soap using avocado oil. The
project gave not only technical training opportunities
but also for self-sufficient living by teaching the way to
sell the soap. As a result, the project encouraged
economic growth of the whole area. In addition, we
assisted building a school. The number of school
available in Africa is not sufficient.

I personally involved in another project. Thinking
raising the degree of self-sufficiency and producing
agricultural products with high market values are
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important, I introduced the production of organic
apples. Rwanda is mountainous area and appropriate to
grow apples, and almost all apples sold in Rwandan
markets are imported. Now we are trying to find a way
of stable production through an on-site feasibility study.

The most successful business established is value
added high quality basket making and selling. We set up
a business partnership with a producer’'s cooperative
union in collaboration with the Kigali City and
developed a production and supply system of high
quality baskets. It is now sold for a high-end consumers
market in Japan. We built partnerships with women in
poverty, especially women who lost their family in 1994
genocide and who could not finish basic education. We
try to pay to weavers at fair amount considering
working hours as well as skills.

Finally, we have a project to utilize the fiber extracted
from pseudostems of banana. The fibers of banana are
utilized in various way in developed countries, and it
was once used to produce a 10 thousand yen note in
Japan. We introduced the skills with equipment for
handicraft making in a step by step approach. I believe
we can achieve SDGs by doing what we can do in accord
with local needs and situation.

pee—— ]
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Yuri Mito received Master’s degree in Applied Environmental Studies [rom University of Walerloo
in Canada.After working in the fields of environmental management and environmental consulting
at the government organization and the private seclor, she moved to Rwanda in Africa and
conducled aclivilies for about 9 years. She engaged in a number of environment and development
related projects by working at various institutions such as a Rwandan governmental organization,
the Embassy of Japan, and a consulting firm cstablished by herself. In detail, she established a fair
trade business of Rwandan traditional handicrafts for example. After coming back to Japan, she
joineéd a leading company in the environmental area and JICA, and currently, funclions as the
managing director of the ETA Japan limited, which is an environmental consulting firm developed
in Africa.
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Role of Kitakyushu Area in the field of

Environment in International society
ERHRICH T BAMNBROBRBESTICHT 5122

It is good idea to travel abroad once in your life.
Visiting somewhere you have never been is intellectual
activity. Going abroad makes most people realize their
ignorance about their own country. Going abroad makes
many Japanese start studying about Japan when they
come back. If you live in a foreign country for 2 years,
you would learn many things about a country but 2
years are not enough. However, we, Japanese, would be
able to know about Japan well if we try.

What are attractions of Kitakyushu? First attraction is
manufacturing. Second attraction is foods. Especially
blue back fish is popular. The blue back fish spoil
quickly but you can eat them raw in Kitakyushu. Third is
natural environment. In Kitakyushu, nature is very near
to the urban area.

One characteristic of Kitakyushu is an environment.
People often say “there were pollution, the city
overcame it and became an environment friendly town.
Nowadays, the city recycles a lot.” But there are not so
much direct relationships between overcoming pollution
and recycle industries. It is just an important concept for
the city.

We have to turn activities for achieving SDGs into the
business. The ODA is very important for people living in
developing countries. However, the Japanese ODA is
decreasing. The problem of ODA is not only this. If a
developing country receives 100 million yen and
conducts 3-years-project, the project would stop after
3 years.

The business solves such problems because it is
sustainable. If business continues 10 years or 20 years,
then during this time you can keep making environment
in developing countries better. The UN is also trying to
turn aid into business. For example, the UN grants some
money to developing countries to launch business.
During the project, recipients can train themselves how
they can recover the capital, pay for production cost and
make profit. The UN considers that they should
gradually switch such projects into sustainable business.

The city of Kitakyushu has industry, tries to brand
itself as “environment town,” and makes a good effort in
a field of environment. Higashida area is project site for
many energy-related researches. India will start same
type of project that had been done in Higashida. To
make such an expansion meaningful, you need to know
about yourself and your counterparts, and turn aid
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projects into sustainable business. If Japanese who does
not know about Japan go to developing countries to
conduct project, it would not succeed. Many people
from Kitakyushu do not know what people in
developing countries really need and people in
developing countries also do not know what they really
need but say ‘we want this and we want that” It is
difficult for two different countries to solve problems
together.

There are numerous problems in the world and many
problems are similar. Although we are dealing with
same type of problems, even within Japan, cities cannot
cooperate well. If Kitakyushu city and a developing
country try to solve a problem together, conditions of
two countries are so different that they tend to fail
Thus, the UN set 17 goals to rearrange problems in
order. Although many projects are taking place in
Kitakyushu and developing countries separately,
categorizing them into 17 fields makes us recognize that
some projects share same objective. In order to tackle
numerous and complex problems in cooperation with
various countries, we need to rearrange problems and
deal same type of problems together.

(The views and opinions expressed herein are those of the

author and do not necessarily reflect the views of his company

or affiliate.)
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