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Social experiment conducted in Higashida area
—— a new vision for town management——
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New course began at
Higashida Museum Park
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| ZHERT IS A huge printed material
Students preparing for displayed at Higashida Odori Park
the live painting
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ws. Making “fallen leaf art”

2 was well-received,
L ™ With visitors saying,
"It has a seasonal
 feel to it ”

Venue survey
with interesting results
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Led by Yahata Higashida Town Development Liaison Council

In the Higashida area, where advanced efforts toward a low-carbon society have been
made, a new town development concept is in full swing. The area has a complex of
businesses, cultural, and commercial facilities built on an advanced urban infrastructure,
and now attracts more than 16 million visitors a year. In FY2023, in addition to building a
framework for area management through public-private partnerships, a social experiment was
conducted to create a “public space full of diversity and appeal” in order to broaden the
base of citizens who are proactively involved in the area.

Rest and Art:
Two Social Experiments

Toward a town that
nurtures "new daily life“

One of the events is the "Koen
laboratory”, which offers outdoor fun

The project is led by the Yahata
Higashida Town Development Liaison
Council (consisting of 73 companies and and relaxation in Higashida Odori Park,

organizations). The concept was adopted _ including a picnic, a giant Othello game,
by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and candy making. The other is the “Challenged

and Tourism as part of its “Public-Private Partnership Art Exhibition,” which invites artists from “PICFA”,
for Town Center Revitalization Promotion Project,” a Saga Prefecture employment support service that
which aims to “create a town toward a 'new supports the creative activities of people with
dailylife’ that is affluent and easy to live in. disabilities (challenged).

The council established the “Yahata Higashida Future The artists exhibited their works in the plaza in
Co-creation Conference” as a place to discuss the front of JR Space World Station and in the space
ideal form of community management together with under the elevated railway tracks.

industry, academia, government, and private Local high school and university students also
sector people who are engaged in pioneering presented “Live Painting”, in which they created
practices. Meanwhile, the University of Kitakyushu wall paintings, and a park display of a huge printed
(Kobayashi Laboratory) and Nishinippon Institute of material, which entertained many visitors to the
Technology(Cho Laboratory) also participated in the town.

“MAKER’s STREET Project”, a social experiment Surveys conducted at the event yielded also
from November 3 to 5, 2011, based on the concept some interesting results. The most common
of “inheriting the spirit of manufacturing and requests in the area were for cafes, kitchen cars,
connecting it to the future. Two events were held and other simple food and beverage facilities, as
with the aim of creating an attractive place using well as “spacious lawns” and “sports spaces”

public space and proactive citizen participation. where people can stay and enjoy long hours.
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Higashida Museum Park is the location of cultural facilities related to the natural history, history, environment, and industry of
Kitakyushu City. To take advantage of this strength, and to pass on knowledge in a fun way in cooperation with surrounding
facilities, the Museum Park held the first "Children's School," a series of 10 lectures from October 2023 to February 2024.

The lectures were held at five museums: Kitakyushu Museum of Natural History & Human History, Kitakyushu City Science
Museum, TAKAMIYA Environmental Museum, KITAKYUSHU GLOBAL GATEWAY (Kitakyushu English Village), and YASKAWA
Innovation Center (Yaskawa Electric Corporation). Twenty-three elementary and junior high school students participated in the
event and enjoyed learning through observation of living organisms, experiments, crafts, and outdoor activities.

In "The Handmade Motor Class,” students learned the principles and fried
their hand at building a motor  (YASKAWA Innovation Center)
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% B - fried their hand at dyeing cloth (Kitakyushu City Science Museum)
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Hydrogen was exfracted by electrolysis, and the mechanism of power
generation was taught in “The Power Generation without CO2, Hydrogen
Experiment” ( TAKAMIYA Environment Museum )
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Students made witch hats and paraded through The Outlet Kitakyushu

In "The Halloween Program” ( KITAKYUSHU GLOBAL GATEWAY )




